THE AMERICAN ROLE

zone clashed with the activity of the American-controlled Cereals
Administration. Moreover, many obstacles were interposed by ihe
Russians to prevent American mission members iron: traveling freely
in the northern provinces. Despite the fact that the Americans acted
as Iranian government officials, they could not be appointed for
permanent positions in the north inasmuch as Soviet authorities
granted them only temporary permits. TT,VO American regional
financial directors, Paul W. Gordon, Meshed, and AViliiani 5. Nan-
carrow, Resht, were obliged to leave their assigned posts alter a short
period in office. Thomas B. W. Allen, appointed Director General
of Finances for the Rezaieh province, never reached his destination
because the Soviets refused to grant him a visa. Aside from die fact
that he was a member of the Millspaugh mission, he was. in Soviet
eyes, disqualified on even more important grounds. Allen had spenr
his childhood, as a son of a Presbyterian missionary, in Kurdistan
and knew the local language and customs perfectly. An observer of
this sort was most unwelcome to the Soviet authorities. In one case
the Russians simply expelled a member of the Millspaugh mission.
This was Rex Vivian, who was sent to Azerbaijan to collect grain.

The Tudeh faithfully seconded the Russians in this and-American
attitude. Its press repeatedly criticized Dr. Millspaugh and the mis-
sion. They were accused of ignorance and inefficiency. They were
blamed for poor selection of their Iranian aides and interpreters.
They were charged with dictatorial methods and trespassing their
authorized powers. Dr. Millspaugh was represented as an agent
of American imperialism who only aimed to damage Iranian econ-
omy for the benefit of America and Britain. He was lashed for his al-
legedly hostile attitude toward the workers or the "third class" and the
Soviet Union. Deputies of the Thirteenth Majlis who voted for the
engagement of the mission were branded as traitors. The shrewd-
ness of the Tudeh tactics in this respect consisted in taking ad-
vantage of any point of disagreement between Millspaugh and the
Iranian government, officials, or deputies and in strongly defending
the Iranian position. Thus, all those who found themselves ar odds
with the American could find some consolation and satisfaction in
the defense of their case by the Communist press. An Iranian, even
if he were not pro-Tudeh, was often ready to repeat the Communist